CHAPTER V.

SPRINGS OF ACTION^ CLASSIFIED.     PSYCHOLOGICAL  ORDER.

The foregoing sketch of the essential bases of our moral
constitution prepares the way for an actual scale of principles
implied in the judgments of conscience. If it be true that
each separate verdict of right and wrong pronounces some
one impulse to be of higher worth than a competitor, each
must come in turn to have its relative value determined in
comparison with the rest; and, by collecting this series of
decisions into a system, we must find ourselves in posses-
sion of a table of moral obligation, graduated according
to the inner excellence of our several tendencies. The
extreme complexity of the combinations renders the task
of drawing up such a table precarious and difficult. It
is not more so, however, than the enterprise taken in hand
by many writers on ethics, viz. the production of a code
of external duties computed to meet the infinitely varied
exigencies of human life : for assuredly the permutations of
outward condition far exceed in number the changes that
may be rung on the competitions of inward affections.
If the problem, therefore, assumes a discouraging aspect,
it is rather from its unusual form than from any un-
exampled intricacy in its matter; and, though well aware
that the following draft can at best be merely tentative,
I shall riot shrink from proposing it, were it only as a test of
the theory which it applies

It is difficult to understand the attitude of the modern
English writers on Ethics towards the psychological aspect
of their subject. They by no means call in question the
general principle that moral worth or defect is an affair of
character^ to be estimated by the inward affection or
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